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Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  presenr  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  of  the  Rural  District  of  Bridlington. 

The  terrific  and  epoch-making  struggle  for  existence 
which  came  upon  this  Empire  with  such  cataclysmic  suddenness 
early  in  August  has  so  dwarfed  every  other  interest  and  to  some 
extent  broken  the  continuity  of  all  other  parts  of  the  administration 
not  directly  associated  with  military  operations,  that  sanitary 
matters,  whose  local  importance  has  abated  nothing  but  is  more 
likely  to  appreciate  in  value  to  the  community  at  the  end  of  the 
war,  if  its  ravages  are  to  be  made  good,  are  very  liable  to  be  quietly 
ignored  during  the  fight,  unless  the  responsible  Sanitar}^  Authorities 
give  them  the  utmost  support  and  countenance.  The  provision  of 
decent  housing  accommodation  to  encourage  marrying  and  settling 
in  the  agricultural  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  preservation  and 
healthy  upbringing  of  the  children  will  require  the  thoughtful  and 
sympathetic  attention  of  the  local  Authorities,  if  the  future  de- 
population of  the  rural  parts  of  England  is  not  to  become  more 
disastrous  to  the  whole  communal  welfare  than  it  at  present  is,  and 
this  is  bad  enough.  It  must  surely  be  clear  enough  by  this  tune  to 
the  most  shortsighted  politician— local  and  general — that  the 
Agricultural  Labourer  and  his  family  are  probably  the  most  im- 
portant asset  the  country  possesses.  xAgriculture  is  the  oldest 
science  known  to  the  world — for  hunting  prey  and  killing  wild 
animals  for  food--is  in  more  senses  than  one  a mere  hand  to  mouth 
substitute  ; hence  the  reasoned  and  regulated  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
and  the  proper  and  economical  breeding  of  domestic  animals  for 
food,  has  received  from  the  very  dawn  of  communal  life,  the  earnest 
attention  and  protection  of  the  world’s  rulers.  It  must  be  evident 
to  all  that  without  a sound  agricultural  population  to  produce  food 
for  everyone,  and  furnish  also  a considerable  proportion  of  the  men 
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— both  soldiers  and  sailors  —to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  fighters,  that  all 
other  industries  which  contribute  to  the  equipment  and  general 
efficiency  of  an  army  in  the  field,  will  find  themselves  outflanked 
and  defeated  almost  before  getting  in  touch  with  the  foe.  Not  only 
is  this  war  going  to  be  the  most  costly  in  money  known  to  history, 
but  it  will  exact  the  heaviest  toll  of  male  life  our  country  has  ever 
suffered,  and  the  present  surplusage  of  females  of  marriagable  age 
will  become  greater  and  the  resulting  economic  crisis  more  acute. 
Seeing  how  much  of  agricultural  industry  is  within  the  powers  of 
women  and  adolescents  of  both  sexes,  and  the  inevitable  shortage  of 
male  labour  which  will  ensure  for  several  years  to  come,  together 
with  the  congestion  of  untrained  w’omen  workers  in  towns  it  is  clear 
that  farseeing  Rural  Authorities  should  be  prepared  to  deal  with 
this  economic  problem  before  it  becomes  really  acute,  and  to  turn 
it  to  the  benefit  of  all.  The  salient  points  this  question  presents  to 
Rural  Authorities  are  essentially  those  of  domestic  sanitation 
provision  of  the  dwelling-house  and  its  environment,  drainage  and 
water  supply,  with  the  concomitant  oversight  of  the  supply  of  meat 
and  milk.  'The  more  food  this  country  can  of  itself  produce,  the 
better  its  economic  position  ; the  best  results  of  cultivation  and  the 
maximum  of  production  can  only  be  obtained  if  the  producers  are 
housed  and  their  sanitarv  environment  is  in  accordance  with 
modern  standards  of  hygiene,  the  standard  necessary  to  the 
preservation  of  good  health  and  strength. 

The  dwelling,  and  the  water  supply,  the  dairy,  and  the 
meat  shop  are  the  particular  points  to  which  you  as  a sanitary 
authority  should  give  whole-hearted  and  single-minded  attention,  if 
those  comprehensive  powers  entrusted  to  you  by  Parliament,  at 
last  recognizing  the  supreme  importance  to  the  state,  of  healthy 
dwellings  for  the  worker  and  the  family,  are  to  achieve  the  desired 
consummation.  To  this  end  we  owe  the  successive  Acts  dealing 
with  housing  conditions  which  have  taken  their  place  on  the  statute 
book  during  the  past  thirty  years,  and  of  which  the  most  ambitious 
and  comprehensive  is  that  of  igog.  The  State  had  already  ac- 
knowledged the  principle  that  every  worker  was  entitled  to  a 
decently  habitable  and  healthy  house,  and  the  various  Sanitary 
Acts  had  provided  powers  to  compel  the  repair  or  closing  of  dwell- 
ings declared  uninhabitable,  but  in  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning 
Act  of  igog  the  State  went  fuither  than  in  any  preceding  measure, 
and  giving  larger  powers  of  closing  provided  for  the  replacement  of 
worn  out  dwellings,  and  if  local  circumstances,  such  as  rates  of 
wages  and  cost  of  construction,  precluded  the  employment  of 
private  capital  in  this  work,  empowered  Local  Authorities  themselves 
to  undertake  it  or  contribute  in  various  ways.  Many  of  these  details 
I have  set  out  fully  in  previous  reports,  but  for  your  informatfon  I 
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repeat  them  in  this,  for  so  far  as  I can  judge  by  personal  observation 
and  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report,  little  if  any  progress  has  been 
made  during  this  year  of  1914-  Houses  which  were  condemned  as 
unfit  for  habitation  two  years  ago  are  still  occupied,  many  more 
require  considerable  renovation,  and  no  steps  appear  to  have  been 
taken  by  you  to  ascertain  what  probability  there  is  of  necessary 
dwellings  being  erected  by  private  capital  in  various  parts  of  the 
district  in  which  the  Local  Government  Board’s  Inspector  as  well 
as  your  own  sanitary  officials,  report  a need.  A District  Authority 
which  persistently  declines  to  exercise  the  powers  entrusted  to  it  by 
the  Legislature  becomes  in  default,  and  the  County  Council  may 
interfere  and  take  over  the  neglected  duties  and  perform  them  at 
the  expense  of  the  recalcitrant  Authority.  An  epoch  of  this 
description  may  very  likely  arise  on  the  termination  of  this  war  or 
sooner,  for  during  times  of  stress  events  get  into  the  habit  of 
moving  quickly. 

An  early  spring  with  warm  dry  summer  and  autumn 
characterized  the  year  1914,  and  from  the  health  point  of  view,  if 
not  entirely  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Agriculturalist,  furnished 
weather  entirely  satisfactory.  The  mortality  rates  are  extremely 
low  and  sickness  all  through  the  year  was  as  mild  in  character,  as 
moderate  in  extent,  as  any  I have  known.  Your  District  has  great 
natural  advantages,  and  they  only  require  supplementing  to  a very 
moderate  extent  to  give  the  happiest  results.  Very  moderate 
rainfall,  temperate  winds,  light  easily  drained  subsoil  furnish  the 
material  foundations  of  a very  healthy  residential  and  agricultural 
neighbourhood,  advantages  which  should  commend  it  wherever 
made  known,  and  combined  with  decent  housing  provision  en- 
courage the  growth  of  population.  A little  more  bracing  when  the 
weather  is  warm,  and  not  so  bitterly  biting  as  I have  many  times 
found  it  at  Brighton  when  it  is  cold  youi  District  I consider 
exceptionally  favourable  to  all  who  really  can  get  out  of  doors. 

GEOLOGICAL  FORMATION. 

The  superficial  contour  of  the  District  is  a gentle  slope 
inclining  north  and  south  from  the  chalk  ridge  of  the  Wolds  which 
run  from  west  to  east  and  end  at  Flamborough  Head.  The  hicrhest 
point  is  about  400  feet  above  sea  level,  d'he  upper  chalk  is  clo^se  to 
the  surface  all  over  the  northern  part  of  the  District,  with  the  usual 
faults  and  flaws,  and  is  a good  average  water-bearing  stratum.  In 
Hunmanby  Parish  there  is  a long  linear  fault  running  almost  due 
north  and  south,  coinciding  with  the  main  street  of  the  villat^e, 
close  up  to  which  come  thick  beds  of  Kimmeridge  and  Speeton 
clays,  the  whole  having  a very  deleterious  effect  on  the  water 


supply.  The  southern  lower-lying  part  of  the  District  shows'  more 
tertiary  and  post  tertiary  deposits  and  is  covered  generally  with  a 
thick  layer  of  clay  or  loam,  heneath  which  is  the  subsoil  of  sand 
and  gravel.  The  thickness  and  density  of  the  chalk  beneath  some 
of  the  villages  make  their  water  supply  a matter  of  difficulty,  and 
the  nearness  of  others  to  the  sea  and  height  above  sea  level  add  to 
the  problem.  We  have  no  rivers  ; there  is  only  one  watercourse 
sufficiently  important  to  be  designated  a stream,  and  that  is  “ The 
Gypsey  Kace.”  It  rises  in  the  Dales  and  runs  eastwards  for  17  or 
18  miles  through  a fine  loamy  valley  to  empty  itself  into  Bridlington 
Harbour.  After  a dry  year  or  two  the  stream  disappears  in  parts, 
but  when  favoured  with  a plentiful  supply  of  rain,  the  little  stream 
flows  merrily  along  until  its  gathering  volume  becomes  too  large  for 
its  channel,  and  patches  of  low  ground  are  turned  into  temporary 
lakes.  Barmston  Drain,  Water  Mill  Beck,  and  Earl’s  Dyke  are 
all  more  or  less  artificial  watercourses  made  for  or  adapted  to 
drainage  purposes.  The  general  aspect  of  the  District  though 
somewhat  bare  to  the  north,  is  distinctly  rural,  and  the  southern 
low-lying  country  towards  Holderness  quite  sylvan  in  character. 

POPULATION. 

With  the  exception  of  the  village  of  Flamborough,  where 
a moiety  of  the  population  are  deep  sea  fishermen,  and  Bempton, 
which  has  a few  hardy  adventurous  men,  who  combine  cliff-climb- 
ing for  sea-birds’  eggs  with  their  more  customary  avocations,  all  the 
industrial  population  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  or  some 
business  subsidiary  thereto,  with  the  usual  small  proportions  in  the 
building,  joinery,  and  engineering  trades.  There  are  no  extremes 
of  prosperity  and  squalour  such  as  meet  the  sanitary  officer  in  many 
centres  of  wealth  and  industry,  neither  is  there  any  overcrowding 
worth  the  name.  Certainly  one  finds  houses  every  now  and  then 
where  the  occupants  might  spread  out  a bit  more  with  advantage, 
if  the  dwellings  were  not  damp  or  dilapidated. 


TABLE  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES  AT  CENSUS  IN  1911 


Sub-District. 

Inhabited. 

Uninhabited. 

Building. 

Rural  Bridlington  ... 

570 

47 

3 

Hunmanby 

766 

56 

I 

Skipsea 

345 

20 

— 

Total 

1681 

123 

4 

6 


In  the  1911  enumeration  there  wa?  a ratio  of  4-6  persons 
per  occupied  house  for  the  whole  district,  with  123  unoccupied 
houses.  I expect  many  of  these  latter  left  much  to  be  desired. 
During  the  decennium  1891 — 1901  our  rural  population  shewed  a 
steady  decline  which  continued  well  into  the  next  decade,  and  is 
now  only  arrested  by  the  increase  of  residents  in  one  or  two  special 
localities  such  as  Bessingby  and  a portion  of  Hunmanb''  Parish, 
which  are  reaping  the  benefit  of  being  nearer  larger  urban  centres 
and  afford  the  fortunate  few  many  of  the  advantages  of  rural  life 
without  many  of  its  drawbacks.  There  is  nothing  in  the  occupation 
or  pursuits  of  the  population  which  has  any  marked  deleterious 
effects  on  health — indeed  I should  say  that  all  the  industries  of  the 
district  are  healthy,  and  are  carried  out  under  favourable  conditions. 


The  proportional  distribution  of  the  sexes  at  the  census  in 
191 1 was  as  follows  : 


Skipsea  Sub-district 
Himmanby  ,, 

Bridlington  Rural  Sub-district 


M.VLES. 

FEM.\LES. 

537 

46-3  per  cent. 

5^ 

49 

52-3 

477 

The  whole  District  ...  52-2  47-8 

of  the  whole. 


The  estimated  population  of  the  Rural  District  in  1914 
was  7930,  showing  a slight  rise  on  the  previous  year,  these  small 
increases  being,  as  I have  in  earlier  reports  pointed  out,  due  to 
some  extent  to  the  development  of  parts  of  the  District  into 
residential  areas  on  the  borders  of  larger  urban  centres.  The  Births 
were  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  Birth-rate  the  lowest 
we  have  touched  for  several  years,  being  19-79  per  1,000  people 
living,  and  when  standardized  17-53 — comparing  poorly  with  22-2 
for  the  remaining  part  of  Rural  England.  The  nett  Deaths  for  the 
District  in  1914  were  87,  of  which  12  were  under  one  year  of  age. 
The  corrected  Death-rate  of  10-97  1,000  for  the  District  is  1-50 

below  that  of  1913,  and  2-43  below  the  Rural  England  Death-rate 
in  1914 — the  standardized  rates  for  1914  being  9-70  for  the  District, 
and  12-4  for  Rural  England.  Our  Infantile  mortality  rale  of  76-43 
is  lower  than  the  rate  for  1913,  therefore  the  lowest  we  have  recorded, 
and  is  16-57  below  that  of  Rural  England  and  Wales  in  1914.  Our 
infantile  mortality  has  steadily  declined  since  1891,  when  triennial 
averages  ruled  from  120  to  130  per  1,000  registered  births. 
Children  born  out  of  wedlock  were  7 per  cent  of  the  births,  but 
furnished  25  per  cent  of  the  infantile  deaths — this  is  better  than  in 
the  preceding  year,  when  the  percentage  of  illegitimate  deaths"  was 
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40-  -but  it  is  still  far  too  heavy  a toll  on  this  class  of  life — which 
regarded  from  a sane  point  of  view  ought  with  ordinary  care  to 
have  the  loivest  instead  of  the  highest  mortality- rate.  Our  standard- 
ized zymotic  death-rate  was  O'lii  or  very  nearly  nil. 


TABULAR  SYNOPSIS  FOR  1914. 


Sub-District. 

Estimated 
Population 
in  1914. 

Births 

in 

1914. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

Death  Rates  in 

1914. 

At  all 
Ages. 

Under 
1 year 

General. 

Zymotic. 

Infantile 

Rural  Bridlington 

2582 

57 

^975 

27 

2 

10*41 

•387 

40 

Hun  man  by 

3704 

84 

22.67 

39 

7 

10-52 

— 

83'33 

Skipsea 

1644 

22 

13-37 

21 

3 

1277 

— 

136*36 

Rural  District. 

7930 

F57 

1979 

87 

12 

10*97 

*126 

76-43 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

IN  1914. 

According  to  the  quarterly  returns  furnished  by  local 
registrars  878,822  births  and  516,778  deaths  were  registered  in 
England  and  Wales  in  the  year  1914.  The  natural  increase  of 
population,  by  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  therefore  362,044, 
the  average  annual  increase  in  the  preceding  five  years  having  been 
385,153.  The  number  of  people  married  during  the  year  was 

588,174. 


The  marriage-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1914  was* 
15-9  persons  married  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Allowing  for 
revised  estimates  of  population  for  the  years  1911-1914  the 
marriage-rate  in  1914  shewed  an  increase  of  0’6  per  1,000  upon  the 
average  in  the  ten  years  1904- 1913. 

The  Birth-rate  in  1914  was  23*8  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  which  is  0*3  per  1,000  below  the  rate  in  1913,  and  lower 
than  the  rate  in  any  other  year  on  record,  due  allowance  being 
made  for  revised  estimates  of  population.  Compared  with  the 
revised  average  in  the  ten  years  1904- 19 13,  the  Birth-rate  in  1914 
I shewed  a decrease  of  2*1  per  1000. 

The  Death-rate  in  1914  was  14*0  per  1000  which  was  0'2 
I per  1000  above  the  revised  rate  in  1913  ; compared  with  the  revised 
; average  rate  in  the  ten  years  1904-1913,  the  death-rate  shewed  a 
j decrease  of  0.7  per  1,000. 
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The  above  Table  and  paragraphs  are  taken  from  the  Registrar 
General’s  Summary  for  1914  in  his  Quarterly  Report  fur  October, 
November  and  December  of  1914,  and  the  rates  therein  will  be 
revised  and  further  corrected  before  being  included  in  the  Registrar 
General’s  Annual  Report  for  1914- 
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Population 

Population 

Population 

at 

at 

at 

Births 

1 Deaths 

in  191.^ . 

Name  of  Parish. 

Census 

in 

Census 

in 

Census 

in 

in 

1 

All 

1891. 

1901. 

1911. 

1914 

Causes. 

Zymotic. 

Bessingby  

87 

170 

228 

2 

I 

• • • 

Carnaby  

200 

192 

189 

4 

I 

Boynton  

! 126 

i6i 

147 

3 

— 

— 

Easton  

32 

38 

38 

■ — - 

— 

. . . 

Sewerby  and  Marton... 

33^ 

330 

306 

4 

2 

. . • 

Buckton  

141 

158 

5 

— 

. . . 

Flamborough  

1288 

1189 

1158 

29 

16 

I 

Bempton  & Newsome 

310 

284 

296 

3 

3 

. . . 

Hilderthorpe  

1 

Rural  Bridlington 

2556 

2602 

2527 

5''-' 

23 

I 

Hunmanby 

1309 

1289 

1370 

31 

Speeton  

146 

150 

4 

— 

Grindale  

157 

H4 

183 

4 

2 

Argham  

40 

40 

32 

I 

— 

... 

Rudston  

578 

552 

566 

10 

8 

Thwing  and  Octon  ... 

367 

326 

339 

9 

I 

M'old  New*ton  

292 

274 

298 

9 

4 

North  Burton  

425 

422 

440 

8 

3 

Reighton  

252 

219 

itt3 

6 

3 

• * • 

Fordon 

38 

38 

39 

— 

— - 

Hunmanby  Sub-Dist. 

' 

3609 

3460 

, 3600 

82 

36 

Burton  Agnes  

321 

326 

340 

5 

3 

Haisthorpe 

121 

118 

1 12 

I 

Thornholme  

84 

77 

I 

I 

Gransmoor 

68 

69 

85 

I 

I 

Lissett  

105 

98 

97 

— 

3 

IJlrome  

198 

187 

157 

4 

4 

Dringhoe,  E^pton,  and 

Brough  

156 

136 

113 

— 

— 

Skipsea  

342 

288 

326 

5 

4 

Barmston  

213 

210 

198 

4 

2 

Fraisthorpe,  Auburn, 

and  Wilsthorpe 

124 

III 

100 

I 

I 

Skipsea  Sub-District 

1762 

1627 

1605 

22 

19 

Rural  District  ... 

8927 

7689 

7732 

154 

78 

I 

MARRIAGES. 


There  were  36  Marriages  in  the  Rural  District  in  1914,  being 
at  the  rate  of  9-06  persons  married  per  1,000  living,  as  compared 
with  7‘o8,  11*56  and  9*2  in  the  three  immediately  preceding  years, 
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and  a mean  annual  average  of  i6’83  for  tne  ten  years  1904-1913. 
The  marriage-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1914  was  17-4 
persons  married  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH-RATES. 

There  were  154  births  registered  in  the  Rural  District,  and 
three  were  born  in  institutions  outside,  making  a total  of  157  birbis 
in  1914,  against  168  and  160  in  1913  and  1912  respectively. _ Ihe 
birth-rate  was  1978  as  compared  with  21-39,  20-48  and  24-8  in  the 
three  immediately  preceding  years,  d he  standardized  birth-rates 
for  the  District  was  17-43,  and^for  the  bub-Discricts  Bridlington, 
17-50:  Hunmanby,  20-09;  and  Skipsea,  11-85  per  1,000  living. 
The  illegitimate  births  were  12,  being  at  the  rate  of  1-31  per  1,000 
living,  and  were  7.8  per  cent,  of  the  total  births. 


TABLE  OF  QUARTERLY  TOTALS  (BIRTHS). 


1914. 

1913- 

CT; 

0 

a 

C/J 

to* 

QJ 

CT3 

c; 

c 

0 

P 

0 

Bridlington  Sub-District. 

s 

t. 

0 

h 

s 

ist  Quarter 

10 

9 

^9 

10 

8 

18 

2nd  Quarter 

I 

/ 

8 

5 

4 

9 

3rd  Quarter 

2 

5 

3 

9 

12 

4th  Quarter 

1 1 

7 

18 

4 

6 

10 

Totals... 

24 

26 

50 

22 

27 

49 

Hunmanby  Sub-District. 

ist  Quarter 

15 

8 

23 

13 

15 

28 

2nd  Quarter 

1 1 

18 

29 

12 

4 

16 

^rd  Quarter 

5 

4 

9 

6 

8 

14 

4th  Quarter 

JO 

1 1 

21 

12 

3 

15 

Totals... 

41 

41 

82 

43 

30 

73 

Skipsea  Sub-District. 

I 

1 

1st  Quarter 

I 

, 4 

5 

9 

i 5 

14 

2nd  Quarter 

3 

i 3 

6 

7 

i 6 

: 13 

3rd  Quarter 

I 

' 6 

7 

I 

4 

5 

4th  Quarter 

I 

4 

6 

+ 

10 

Totals... 

6 

16 

22 

23 

19 

1 

42 

Totals  for  Rural  District 

7^ 

83 

1 

1 154 

88 

76 

1 164 

II 


DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATES. 

The  corrected  deaths  for  the  Rural  District  in  1914  were  87, 
as  compared  with  100,  no  and  107  in  the  three  immediately  pre- 
ceding years.  The  mortality  rate  at  all  ages  and  for  all  causes  was 
10*97  compared  with  13*4  for  Rural  England  and  Wales,  the 
standardized  rates  being  9*83  and  12*4  respectively.  The  general 
mortality  rate  I'crude)  for  the  District  in  the  three  preceding  years 
having  been  12*47,  ^3*^7  Twelve  children  died  in  the 

first  year  of  life  being  in  the  proportion  of  76*43  infantile  deaths  to 
each  1,000  registered  births.  Twenty-five  per  cent  of  these  dead 
infants  were  born  out  of  wedlock.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  of 
England  and  Wales  was  93*6  per  1,000  registered  births. 

TABLE  OF  QUARTERLY  TOTALS  (DEATHS.) 


1914. 

1913* 

Bridlington  Sub-District. 

<U 

(A 

S 

<3; 

0 

(A 

0 

15 

{A 

V 

15 

S 

15 

0 

S 

h 

s 

b 

H 

1st  Quarter 

4 

2 

6 

9 

5 

H 

2nd  Quarter 

3 

6 

9 

I 

I 

2 

3rd  Quarter 

2 

3 

3 

6 

9 

4th  Quarter 

2 

3 

5 

3 

4 

7 

Totals 

1 1 

12 

1 

23 

16 

16 

32 

Hunmanby  Sub-District. 

ist  Quarter 

4 

9 

13 

1 1 

6 

U 

2nd  Quarter 

4 

4 

8 

7 

4 

1 1 

3rd  Quarter 

4 

4 

8 

3 

5 

8 

4th  Quarter 

4 

3 

7 

3 

4 

7 

Totals... 

16 

20 

36 

24 

19 

43 

Skipsea  Sub-District. 

Tst  Quarter 

5 

I 

6 

5 

I 

6 

2nd  Quarter 

0 

I 

1 

I 

3 

4 

3rd  Quarter 

4 

2 

6 

0 

0 

0 

4th  Quarter 

2 

4 

6 

2 

3 

5 

Totals.. 

1 

8 

19 

8 

7 

15 

Totals  for  Rural  District 

38 

40 

00 

00 

42 

90 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


The  table  on  the  opposite  page  is  intended  to  show  the  actual 
mortality  which  occurred  in  the  District  with  connection,  and  is  class- 
ified according  to  age,  sex,  locality  and  quarter  of  the  year.  The 
only  diseases  shown  are  those  which  have  any  bearing  on  the  public 
health  of  the  district  as  affected  by  climate  or  sanitary  conditions. 


The  deaths  due  to  disease  in  the  Zymotic  class  were  very  few 
and  the  Zymotic  death-rate  -126  per  1,000  living,  or  rather  less  than 
half  the  rate  in  1913.  There  were  four  deaths  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  and  2 from  Tuberculosis  other  than  Pulmonary, 
against  6 deaths  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  alone  in  1913. 

There  were  six  deaths  attributed  to  the  Cancer  group,  against 
I 9 each  in  1913,  1912  and  1911. 

; There  were  13  fatal  cases  of  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  other 
I diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  against  g in  1913,  and  19  in  1912. 

; There  were  8 deaths  attributed  tO'  senile  decay  and  4 to  heart 
j disease  during  the  past  year,  against  19  and  7 respectively  in  1913. 

, More  cases  of  progressive  heart  failure  are  no  doubt  ascribed  to 
i senile  decay  than  was  customary  a very  few  years  ago.  “ Other 
i Diseases  ” this  year  as  w^ell  as  in  the  previous  one  accounted  for 
!i  22  deaths.  Inquests  were  held  in  ii  instances  during  1914,  being  2 
in  excess  of  the  number  for  1913 — they  include  one  case  of  suicide, 
7 of  natural  causes,  and  in  3 the  death  was  due  to  injury. 

i DEATHS  FROM  CERTAIN  DISEASES. 


1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910 

1911. 

1912. 

1913- 

1914. 

Diarrhoea 

2 

I 

I 

I 

4 

3 

Measles  

2 

3 

• • • 

... 

2 

• • • 

I 

I 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

... 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

.. 

• • • 

I 

... 

Diphtheria 

2 

4 

4 

• • • 

• • • 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Influenza  

2 

2 

4 

3 

I 

I 

I 

3 

I 

I 

Childbirth 

2 

I 

I 

2 

• • 

I 

Bronchitis, 

Pneumonia  . .. 

17 

1 1 

9 

7 

8 

5 

12 

16 

9 

Tuberculosis  ... 

15 

9 

6 

12 

4 

5 

5 

6 

6 

7 

Cancer  

8 

10 

4 

8 

5 

10 

7 

10 

9 

6 

14 


A noticeable  point  in  this  table  is  that  there  has  been  no  deaths 
from  Enteric  Fever  and  only  one  from  Scarlet,  in  the  ten  years 
1905-13.  I'here  has  also  been  fewer  deaths  from  Measles,  Diph- 
theria and  Influenza  during  the  late  years  of  the  decennium, 

AGE. 

Of  the  19  children  who  died  under  15  years,  12  had  not  lived 
beyond  the  first  year  of  life,  five  succumbed  in  the  age  period  1-5, 
and  two  between  5 and  15.  Sixteen  children  in  the  first  quin- 
quennium represented  this  group  in  the  previous  year’s  mortality. 
There  were  20  deaths  in  the  middle  or  working  period  of  life  from 
15  to  65,  whilst  40  belonged  to  the  age  groups  65  and  upwards,  as 
compared  with  22  and  52  respectively  in  1913. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (NOTIFICATION)  ACT  AND 
TUBERCULOSIS  REGULATIONS. 

NOTIFICATION  STATISTICS. 

I received  during  the  year  95  medical  certificates  under  the 
Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  and  the  Tuberculosis  Regu- 
lations relating  to  95  cases  of  infectious  sickness  and  Tuberculosis, 
being  33  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  they  are  here 
tabulated. 


Disease. 

Rural 

District. 

SUB-DISTRICT. 

ISt 

Quar- 

ter. 

2nd 

Quar- 

ter. 

3rd 

Quar- 

ter. 

4th 

Quar- 

ter. 

Removed 
to  Hospitl 

Rural 

Brid- 

lington. 

Hun- 

nianby, 

Skipsea. 

Diphtheria 

3 

2 

I 

... 

• • • 

2 

I 

Erysipelas 

3 

I 

2 

• * • 

2 

• . • 

i 

• • • 

• • • 

Scarlet  Fever... 

25 

2 

23 

* • • 

4 

I 2 

4 

5 

24 

Enteric  S ever. . . 

I 

» • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

I 

Puerperal  Fever 

I 

I 

• • • 

• • ♦ 

J 

• • « 

... 

Measles 

53 

5 

43 

5 

49 

3 

* • • 

I 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

7 

5 

I 

I 

3 

I 

0 

Tuberculosis, 

other  than 

Pulmonary 

2 

• • • 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Fever 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• . . 

• • • 

• • • 

. . . 

Totals 

95 

16 

72 

7 

5^ 

2 1 

q 

9 
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NOTIFICATION  STATISTICS  FOR  YEARS  1904— 1914. 


Disease. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913- 

1914. 

Diphtheria 

5 

48 

22 

16 

6 

13 

2 

I 

3 

3 

Erysipelas 

6 

6 

2 

I 

I 

I 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

13 

9 

2 

4 

4 

13 

28 

10 

24 

25 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

7 

I 

« . • 

I 

I 

3 

4 

• • • 

• • • 

I 

Puerperal  Fever 

• > • 

. . , 

I 

• ■ • 

. . . 

. . . 

I 

. . • 

• . • 

I 

Measles 

31 

126 

82 

15 

I 

34 

96 

1 1 

70 

53 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

1 1 

7 

7 

Tuberculosis, 
other  than 
Pulmonary 

4 

2 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever 

* • - 

. . . 

• • • 

. . • 

• . - 

... 

. « 

. . • 

Totals 

62 

190 

109 

37 

13 

64 

133 

34 

1 1 1 

95 

Of  the  25  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  24  were  removed  to  the 
Sanatorium,  against  the  ii  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  i of  Diphtheria  so 
isolated  in  1913.  This  certainly  shows  the  progressive  education 
of  the  public  m the  value  of  segregation  of  early  cases  of  infectious 
sickness,  and  is  to  be  highly  commended,  for  the  more  promptly  an 
Authority  gets  in  touch  with  the  graver  forms  of  infection,  and  the 
sooner  they  are  isolated  the  less  chance  is  there  of  spreading.  At 
the  same  time  I cannot  refrain  from  expressing  a hope  that  the 
Rural  Council  will  in  the  near  future  make  some  effort  towards 
revision  of  the  pecuniary  aspects  of  their  bargains  with  the 
Corporation.  The  Sanatorium,  at  present  rates  of  remuneration, 
may  soon  be  expected  to  rank  with  the  Prince’s  Parade  and  New 
Spa  as  sound  business  investments  and  profitable  municipal  under- 
takings. 

The  small  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Thwing  and  Hunmanby 
in  the  early  summer,  introduced  in  ignorance  and  propagated  by 
carelessness  and  indifference,  was  responsible  for  the  majority  of 
the  admissions. 

You  are  still  without  any  accommodion  for  isolating  and 
treating  Small  Pox  whose  potentialities  for  mischief  persistently 
pari  passu,  with  the  numerical  increase  of  the  un  vaccinated, 
therefore  unprotected,  members  of  the  population.  It  is  quite  right 
to  have  plans  for  dealing  with  this  ever-present  danger,  but  plans 
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without  accommodation  lose  much  of  their  usefulness,  and  when 
such  have  to  be  devised  and  accommodation  secured  in  a panicky 
country  the  whole  business  is  apt  to  prove  pecuniarily  expensive  to 
the  community  and  terribly  cosily  in  lite  and  suffering  to  individuals. 
In  this  matter  let  me  remind  you  that  several  cases  of  Small  Pox 
ha^•e  already  occurred  at  the  front,  and  that  Typhus  which  has  been 
almost  entirely  absent  from  this  country  for  years  has  broken  out 
and  is  spreading  virulently  in  some  parts  of  the  theatre  of  war. 
Primarily  a disease  of  filth  and  want,  it  appears  and  spreads  in 
populations  whose  vital  powers  ars  sapped  by  pestilence,  war  and 
famine,  but  once  aflame  and  well  started,  it  is  the  most  infectious 
of  dietetic  diseases,  and  with  the  Small  Pox  may  well  travel  to  this 
country  along  the  lines  of  inter-communication  between  tne  armies 
and  home  population. 

Important  circular  letters  were  issued  by  the  Central  Authority 
on  the  prevention  of  Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  Children’s  Counrry 
Holidays,  and  Foot  and  IMouth  Disease.  All  three  give  valuable 
advice  and  suggestions,  \'arying  from  the  symptoms  of  the  last- 
named  disease  to  the  keeping  of  food,  killing  of  flies,  and  the 
proceedings  to  be  adopted  to  secure  both  personal  and  local  cleanli- 
ness. The  importance  of  calling  in  medical  help  is  duly  impressed 
on  everyone  and  the  good  results  likely  to  lie  gained  by  co-operation 
between  school  nurses,  health  visitors  and  charitable  organizations 
generally,  are  clearly  set  out.  Flies  are  now  recognised  as  the 
great  carriers  of  infection,  and  relentless  war  should  be  waged 
against  them.  They  infect  simple  abrasions  and  wounds,  con- 
taminate and  spoil  food,  and  are  responsible  for  much  dietetic 
disease,  they  take  their  infectiousness  froui  manure  heaps,  midden- 
steads,  nightsoil  and  ashes  scattered  promiscuously  about  the 
countryside,  from  unemptied  dust  bins  and  earth  closets  in  the 
curtilages  of  d wellinghouses,  Filth  is  not  got  rid  of  liy  being  taken 
from  one  spot  and  scattered  over  another,  we  have  reached  a stage 
of  progress  at  which  it  is  clearly  shown  the  only  reliable  way  of 
dealing  with  the  kind  of  domestic  refuse  under  discussion  is  to 
promptly  and  cleanly  remove  it  from  the  enxnronage  of  dwellings  to 
a suitable  incinerator  or  destructor  and  tliere  consume  it.  The 
manurial  value  of  night  soil  in  w^ater  closet  towns  is  not  worth  the 
trouble  and  risk  and  nuisance  of  transporting  and  sorting  and 
spreading  on  the  ground.  All  the  constituents  of  any  value  can  be 
obtained  from  the  chemical  manufacturers  and  utilised  with  less 
nuisance  and  more  economically.  I commend  these  ideas  not  only 
to  your  consideration,  but  also  to  the  Corporation  of  Bridlington, 
for  they  have  been  tinkering  with  the  subject  for  years — fouling 
running  streams,  scattering  filth  over  the  country  side,  and  filling 
the  atmosphere  with  the  stench  of  night  soil  to  the  propogation  of 
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tiies  and  sickness,  and  generally  adopting  every  method  but  the 
right  one.  In  the  spring  and  early  summer  Sanitary  Authorities 
should  bear  these  facts  in  mind  and  see  that  such  conditions  are 
reduced  within  the  smallest  limits — if  this  were  done  systematically 
much  infantile  mortality,  at  any  rate,  would  be  spared— get  rid  of 
filth,  kill  flies,  and  cover  up  the  food  supplies  whilst  stored.  On 
the  land  night  soil  heaps  and  decaying  organic  matter  should  be 
carefully  covered  with  earth,  preferably  covered  with  a small  amount 
of  lime. 

Although  we  have  had  s.  considerable  number  of  troops 
billeted  in  the  district,  I do  not  find  that  there  has  been  anv  more 
disease  of  sanilary  importance  than  the  usual  crop  of  Influenza. 
Inspections  of  billets  ha\'e  been  frequent  and  thorough.  The  men 
are  mostly  young  and  healthy  and  easily  throw  off  the  effects  of 
cold,  etc.  There  was  a little  trouble  from  parasites  in  one  village, 
but  appropriate  procedure  put  that  right. 

BACTERIOLOGY. 

There  were  45  specimens  sent  for  investigation,  being  one 
more  than  in  1913.  d'here  was  a positive  result  in  ii  cases  and 
negative  in  34.  Thirty  of  the  specimens  were  for  suspected 
Diphtheria,  12  for  Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  and  3 for  Enteric 
Fever. 


VACCINATION. 

The  ATccination  Acts  are  administered  by  the  Poor  Law 
Authority  for  the  whole  area  of  the  Union  of  Bridlington,  which, 
for  purposes  of  Registration  and  Vaccination  is  divided  into  Sub- 
Districts.  The  Ruial  Sanitary  District  comprises  all  the  area  of 
the  Union  outside  the  Borough  of  Bridlington  necessarily  cutting 
one  of  the  Sub-Districts  into  two  unequal  parts.  As  the  Borough 
has  nearly  double  the  population  of  the  District  it  would  be 
be  manifestly  wasteful  of  arithmetic  and  time  to  attempt  to  sort  out 
their  respective  contributions  to  vaccination  statistics.  I therefore 
give  in  the  subjoined  table  the  figures  for  the  whole  Union  for  the 
years  therein  set  out.  The  following  paragraph  gives  similar 
details  for  the  first  six  months  of  1914. 

In  the  first  half  of  1914  there  were  registered  in  the  whole 
Union  212  births  ; of  these  63  were  successfully  vaccinated,  13  died 
un vaccinated,  12 1 were  exempt  on  account  of  “ conscientious 
objection/’  2 were  removed  to  districts  known,  and  13  were  lost 
sight  of. 
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VACCINATION  STATISTICS. 


Year. 

Births. 

Successfully 

Vaccinated. 

Insusceptible. 

Died 

Unvaccinated. 

— ■ ■ 1 ■ 

Postponed  by 

Medical 

Certificate. 

Removed  to 

Districts 

known. 

Removed  to 

Districts 

unknown. 

Conscientious 

Objectors 

Unaccounted 

for. 

Per  cent,  lost 

sight  of  or  un- 

accounted for. 

1902 

382 

313 

2 

32 

3 

I 

I I 

18 

2 

3*4 

1903 

366 

281 

2 

29 

. . . 

. . . 

18 

25 

8 

7'i 

1904 

382 

269 

6 

34 

. . . 

17 

45 

1 1 

7'3 

1905 

352 

262 

I 

24 

I 

I 

25 

23 

15 

11*3 

1906 

353 

261 

I 

22 

• . • 

2 

15 

39 

1 2 

7’6 

1907 

353 

207 

3 

27 

2 

6 

14 

65 

28 

1 1-8 

1908 

296 

II7 

2 

21 

I 

13 

125 

17 

IO‘I 

1909 

342 

I 10 

I 

30 

• • • 

14 

164 

23 

10-8 

1910 

308 

92 

. . . 

18 

I 

10 

177 

10 

6-4 

I9I  I 

345 

lOI 

16 

. . . 

2 

8 

205 

13 

6*0 

1912 

442 

GO 

. . . 

22 

I 

3 

12 

1 250 

13 

3-6 

1913 

419 

II9 

1 

28 

1 5 

9 

1 241 

17 

6*2 

Probably  all  communities  have  a large  proportion  who  from 
selfish  and  cowardly  motives,  will  avoid  doing  anything  trouble- 
some or  disagreeable  to  which  they  are  only  under  a moral  obliga- 
tion. That  their  action  is  likely  to  cast  an  increased  and  unfair 
proportion  of  danger  and  expense  on  other  people  concerns  them 
not — It  rather  seems  to  give  them  a feeling  of  perverted  cleverness 
at  being  able  to  throw  the  onus  and  cost  on  others,  and  so  avoid 
doing  their  own  special  bit  of  duty.  They  object  to  military  service 
“ on  principle  ” and  to  a man  (and  woman)  they  are  included  in  that 
dubious  class  known  as  “conscientious  objectors,”  and  yet  “con- 
scientiousness” is  the  very  rarest  trait  they  exhibit,  they  do  not  as 
a rule  even  offer  the  one  legitimate  reason  for  claiming  exemption 
from  infantile  vaccination,  it  is  sufficient  for  these  that  “ we  are  not 
compelled  now  ! are  we  ? ” All  are  ready  to  be  vaccinated  or  re- 
vaccinated should  there  be  any  imminent  danger  of  Variola. 


GENERAL  SANITATION. 


Water  Supply. — The  greater  part  of  the  Rural  District 
obtains  its  drinking  water  from  “ wells,”  and  these,  whether  public 
or  private,  may  be  a hole  in  the  ground,  a shallow  or  deep  well. 
The  first  two  of  course  supply  surface  water  which  varies  only  in 
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the  amount  of  impurity  contained  per  gallon.  The  deep  well 
water  comes  mostly  from  the  chalk  and  if  it  escapes  contamination 
in  the  well  is  fairly  pure  and  has  only  about  20  per  cent  of  hard- 
ness, mostly  removable  by  boilii]g,  but  these  really  good  wells  are 
few  and  far  between.  The  supply  of  decent  water  for  dietetic 
purposes  is  one  of  the  most  serious  problems  the  Sanitary  Authority 
has  to  face,  for  very  few  of  the  parishes  are  able  to  meet  unaided 
the  heavy  cost  of  even  a very  modest  installation^  and  the  engineer- 
ing difficulties  and  cost  of  conveyance  stand  in  the  w^ay  of  union 
of  all  but  a few  of  the  numerous  parishes  and  hamlets  which  make 
up  the  District.  There  are  two  townships  which  at  present  draw 
from  a public  supply — Bessingby  and  Fiamborough — the  former 
from  the  Bridlington  Corporation  Waterworks  and  the  latter  from 
its  own  installation.  Hunmanby  in  the  near  future  will  make  a 
third,  for  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  congratulate  the  Council  on  the 
completion  of  the  well,  and  the  very  satisfactory  supply  of  water, 
both  as  to  quantity  and  quality.  I understand  that  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  starting  on  the  final  stage,  and  completing  the 
distributing  and  storage  part  of  the  scheme  are  w^ell  advanced,  and 
that  1915  should  see  the  water  supply  of  this  important  little  town- 
ship in  good  working  order.  The  Council  deserves  every  credit  for 
this  good  work  which  encountered  considerable  factious  opposition 
in  the  initial  stages. 


The  Reighton  pumps  have  given  the  usual  amount  of 
trouble  and  the  Parish  Authorities  are  still  spending  money  in  the 
somewhat  forlorn  hope  of  improving  wells  which  by  their  surface 
position,  and  the  geological  structure  of  the  ground  into  which  they 
are  sunk  is  pretty  well  impracticable.  Fordon,  Skipsea  and 
Barmston  have  all  suffered  some  inconvenience  from  the  drought — 
in  the  two  first  cases  the  wells  have  been  cleaned  and  renovated, 
and,  thanks  to  the  autumn  rains,  the  supply  is  now  fairly  satisfactory. 
At  Barmston  the  water  was  not  only  very  scanty  but  very  nasty — 
and  while  the  supply  has  been  set  right  by  the  heavy  winter  rains, 
the  taste  is  still  somewhat  brackish — and  the  well  should  receive 
further  attention  later. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

Inspection  of  Districts  Order,  &c. — This  is  one  of  the 
most  important,  far  reaching,  and,  with  limitations,  useful  pieces  of 
legislation  which  has  seen  the  light  in  recent  years.  It  embodies 
many  of  the  good  points  of  the  preceding  Housing  Acts,  and  re- 
enacts and  makes  compulsory  several  sections  of  these  laws  which 
previously  were  only  adoptive  or  optional.  The  Regulations  and 
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Orders  issued  under  its  powers  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
have  the  authority  of  law  and  not  only  confer  great  powers  on  local 
authorities  but  entrusts  them  with  serious  responsibilies.  Unless 
those  powers  are  exercised  and  responsibilities  are  realised  the 
Authority  will  be  default  and  liable  to  have  its  duties  fulfilled  by 
superior  powers  and  its  responsibilities  confined  to  paying  the  cost. 
Sec.  i 7 is  as  follows  : 

i, — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  local  authority  within  the 
meaning  of  Part  ii.  of  the  principal  Act  to  cause  to  be  made  from 
time  to  time  inspection  of  their  district,  with  a view  to  ascertain 
whether  any  dwelling-house  therein  is  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  for  that 
purpose  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  local  authority,  and  of  every 
officer  of  the  local  authority,  to  comply  with  such  regulations  and 
to  keep  such  records  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Board.” 

ii.  — If,  on  the  representation  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  or  of  any  other  officer  of  the  authority,  or  other  information 
given,  any  dwelling-house  appears  to  them  to  be  in  such  a state,  it 
shall  be  their  duty  to  make  an  order  prohibiting  the  use  of  the 
dwelling-house  for  human  habitation  (in  this  Act  referred  to  as  a 
Closing  Order)  until  in  the  judgment  of  the  local  authority  the 
dwelling-house  is  rendered  fit  for  that  purpose.” 

iii.  --Notice  of  a Closing  Order  shall  forthwuth  be  served 
on  every  owner  of  the  dwelling-house  in  respect  of  which  it  is 
made,  and  any  owner  aggrieved  by  the  Order  may  appeal  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  by  giving  notice  of  appeal  to  the  Board 
within  fourteen  days  after  the  order  is  served  upon  him. 

I have  written  fully  in  the  early  part  of  my  Report  on  the 
wider  economic  aspect  of  this  section  of  Sanitary  Administration 
impelled  thereto  by  its  great  importance  to  the  community — and  the 
stagnation  which  has  seemingly  overtaken  your  efforts  of  ameliora- 
tion, Houses  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation  a couple  of  years 
ago.*  are  still  occupied,  with  most  of  their  faults  in  the  primitive 
condition — damp  walls,  bad  floors,  insufficient  light  and  ventilation 
in  some,  cracks  and  crevices  wdiich  admit  a perennial  gale,  the 
more  marked  defects  in  others.  In  the  face  of  the  persistent 
decrease  of  population  in  rural  neighbourhoods  it  is  difficult  to 
believe  that  such  a shortsighted  policy  is  begotten  of  deliberate 
intent,  for  it  is  contrary  alike  to  the  best  interests  of  landowners, 
farmers  and  the  labouring  classes.  If  Rural  England  is  to  retain 
its  population,  its  houses  must  be  brought  up  to  date,  for  the  home 
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is  the  pivot  of  a woman’s  life,  and  neither  woman  nor  her  follower 
— man  will  settle  if  her  prospective  home  is  not  sufficiently 
attractive. 

Rivf'RS  Pollution  Acts.  — The  Borough  Sanitary 
Authority  has  minimised  its  crime  of  contaminating  d'he  Gypsey, 
but  should  be  carefully  watched  and  any  signs  of  relapsing  into  tlie 
old  way  be  promptly  and  effectively  opposed.  A great  deal  of 
complaint  of  the  dirty  and  pernicious  method  of  night-soil  disposal 
adopted  by  the  neighbouring  Authority  reached  me  during  one  part 
of  the  year — foul-smelling  refuse,  pots  and  pans,  dumped  here  and 
there  in  your  district,  hedgerows  littered  with  noisome  paper  are 
aesthetically  an  outrage  and  a very  definite  danger  to  the  public 
health.  The  prolific  and  industrious  fly  is  always  ready  to  carry 
infective  material  far  and  near,  and  such  deposits  of  petrifying 
refuse  by  their  heat  and  moisture  form  a nursery  and  larder  alike 
for  flies  and  their  ova. 

Scavenging,  Sewering  and  Sanitary  Inspections  are 
dealt  with  fully  in  Inspector  Robson’s  Report,  which  shows  how 
much  good  and  effective  work  can  be  done  in  a quiet  way  by  a 
painstaking  and  tactful  official,  endowed  with  knowledge  and 
energy. 

The  Slaughter-houses  are  regularly  inspected  and  have 
been  kept  during  the  year  in  accordance  with  your  Bye-laws. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — These  places  are  frequently 
visited  at  irregular  intervals.  Nothing  seriously  amiss  has  been 
observed  during  the  year — they  are  mostly  clean  and  kept  by 
respectable,  well-intentioned  people. 

I would  again  strongly  recommend  that  the  inspection  of 
milch  kine  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a competent  Veterinary  Surgeon 
It  is  a special  work  of  the  greatest  importance  and  requires  pro- 
fessional knowledge  and  experience — and  allied  with  the  supervision 
of  butchers’ meat  ought  to  prove  a powerful  weapon  in  combating 
Tuberculosis  in  its  many  forms. 

Schools. --Education  has  not  been  much  disturbed  by 
sickness  this  year  except  for  the  small  epidemic  previously 
mentioned,  when  the  Schools  at  Thwing  and  Hunmanby  were 
closed  for  several  weeks  on  account  of  Measles  and  Scarlet  Fever. 
The  school  buildings  are  good  and  well  kept,  and  such  defects  as 
they  have  are  more  incident  to  the  disabilities  of  the  district  gener- 
ally than  peculiar  to  the  educational  institution. 
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I'uBERCULOsis  REGULATIONS.  In  this  matter  we  seem  to 
he  \ ery  much  as  we  were  in  1913  — mostly  waiting  for  something  to 
be  done.  Of  the  9 cases  notified  2 of  the  “ lung  cases  ” received 
some  institutional  treatment,  but  no  special  hospital  treatment  v/as 
adopted  in  the  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  so  far  as  my  information 
goes. 


Hospitals.  1 have  already  dealt  with  ttie  necessity  of  pro- 
viding some  isolation  accommodation  for  Small  Pox,  and  need  not 
further  amplify  it. 

I beg  to  thank  Dr.  Godfrey  for  his  valuable  services  during 
my  absence,  and  the  Rural  Council  for  their  invariable  courtesy  in 
dealing  with  my  recommendations. 

I append  Inspector  Robson’s  Report,  and  I have  much 
pleasure  in  expressing  my  great  indebtedness  to  him  for  his  valuable 
work. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  WETWAN, 

M.O.H. 


To  the  Rural  District  Council 

and  Sanitary  Authority  of  Bridlington. 
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BRIDLINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Sir, 


Bridlington, 

February,  1915. 


I be"  to  report  npon  the  sanitary  administration  of  the 
District  during  1914. 

Throughout  the  year  I have  again  endeavoured  as  far  as 
possible  to  take  measures  to  safeguard  the  health  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  District,  and  have  sought  out  and  caused  to  be  remedied  such 
matters  as  would  be  likely  to  have  an  adverse  effect  upon  the 
public  health. 

I am  glad  to  say  that,  generally  speaking,  our  villages  are 
kept  clean  and  wholesome,  and  the  householders  are  much  more 
alive  than  formerly  to  the  necessity  for  domestic  cleanliness. 

This,  in  ruy  opinion,  is  to  be  attributed  largely  to  the  hygienic 
principles  which  form  an  important  part  of  present  day  educational 
curriculum.  When  people  are  early  taught  the  value  and  comfort 
of  a clean  home  and  environment,  they  form  habits  which  stick  to 
them,  “ house  pride  ” is  encouraged,  slatternliness  is  discouraged, 
and  in  consequence  the  community  presents  a better  appearance 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  sanitarian. 

All  cases  of  defective  drainage  and  paving,  and  other  classes 
of  nuisance  arising  during  the  year  and  requiring  prompt  attention 
have  been  dealt  with  at  once,  and  I have  been  able  to  secure 
proper  steps  being  taken  in  all  cases  by  informal  correspondence 
and  personal  interview. 

The  inspection  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  has  been  carried  out 
as  usual,  and  there  has  been  nothing  out  of  the  ordinary  course 
occurring  in  respect  of  them.  The  greater  number  of  the  cow-sheds 
are  suitable  buildings,  and  are  looked  after  with  reasonable  care. 
In  a few  cases  there  is  room  for  improvement,  but  the  cattle  spend 
the  greater  part  of  their  time  during  the  year  in  the  open  air,  and 
are  housed  only  in  the  winter  months. 
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The  slaughter  houses  in  the  District,  numbering  9,  liave 
been  kept  up  to  their  customary  standard  of  cleanliness  and 
efficiency.  1 have  frequently  visited  them,  and  have  found  no 
cause  for  complaint. 

The  workshops  have  also  been  visited,  and  in  one  case  only 
complaint  was  necessary.  This  was  owing  to  the  want  of  internal 
cleanliness.  In  all  other  respects  the  work  places  throughout  the 
District  appear  to  be  suitable  and  in  satisfactory  sanitary  condition. 

In  regard  to  housing  conditions,  a few  further  improvements 
have  been  effected  in  cottages  which  were  found  to  recjuire  them, 
as  the  result  of  the  inspections  necessary  under  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board’s  Regulations.  More  of  these  improvements  are  to  be 
done,  and  gradually  the  cottage  accommodation  in  the  District  will 
it  is  hoped,  be  brought  nearer  perfection.  Seventeen  new  houses 
were  completed  and  made  ready  for  occupation  during  the  year. 
Of  this  number  only  two  were  of  the  cottage  class,  the  remainder 
being  residential  houses,  mainly  in  the  parish  of  Bessingby,  on  the 
borders  of  the  Borough  of  Bridlington. 

No  new  public  works  of  any  importance  were  undertaken 
during  the  year  1914.  The  new  Well  at  Hunmanby  was  completed 
and  two  other  public  water  supplies  were  improved. 

I append  the  usual  tabular  statements. 

I am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  H.  ROBSON. 


To  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Details  of  Sanitary  Work  carried  out  during  1914. 
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17 

Yec- 

• • • • • ^ • 

25th  June,  i9[4 


nfectious 


Dwelling-houses  inspected 
New  Houses  built 

Have  Iluilding  Byelaws  been  adopted  ? 

Date  of  Confirmation  ... 

Dwelling-houses  disinfected  after  cases  of  ordinary 
infectious  disease 

Schools  disinfected  after  cases  of  ordinary 
diseases 

Dwelling-houses  found  overcrowded  ... 

,,  yards  paved  ... 

Number  of  defective  privies  inspected 
,,  ,,  remedied 

house  drains  inspected 
,,  remedied 

drains  relaid 
new  drains  laid 
cesspools  inspected 
New  cesspools  made 
Number  of  notices  served  (informal) 

,,  ,,  complied  with 

,,  nuisances  found  (deposits  of  night  soil,  &c.) 

, , , , f^a^t  e d ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Water  Supplies — 

Houses  newly  supplied  from  water  mains  ...  •... 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  examination  ... 

Water  certificates  granted  for  new  houses  in  Rural 
District 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  — 

Have  Regulations  been  adopted  ? 

Date  of  adoption  ...  ...  ...  ...  28th  May, 

Number  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  on  register  ... 

Numt)er  of  cows  : varies  very  considerably  according  to  season 
Visits  to  cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

, , D r r res  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Slaughter  Houses— 

Number  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Visits  to  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None. 
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I 

I 

1 

7 

7 

13 

13 

2 

I 

1 

22 

22 

6 

6 

16 

2 


Yes. 
T904 
67 
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HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Kegnlation,  19x0,  Article  V. 
“ The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall  include  in  his  Annual  Report 
information  and  particulars  in  tabular  form  in  regard  to”  ; — 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  and  for 

the  purposes  of  Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909  ...  35 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  unfit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  Author- 
ity with  a view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  Nil 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  after  the  making 
of  Closing  Orders  were  put  in  a fit  state  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  houses  voluntarily  closed  by  owners  ...  Nil 

Number  of  bouses  voluntarily  demolished  by  owners  Nil 


Any  other  information  and  particulars  of  the  work  of  Inspection 
under  Section  17  : 

Owners  of  cottages  have  in  many  cases  carried  out  improve- 
ment on  informal  suggestion. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  1914,  for  the  Rural  District  of  Bridlington, 
on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901, 


INSPECTIONS. 


Premises. 

Number 

of 

Inspections. 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices. 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  (including  Factory 
Laundries) 

• • • 

• • • 

♦ • •• 

Workshops  (including  Work- 
shop Laundries) 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 
workers’ premises) 

1 

r 35 
) 

• • • 

• • « 

Total 

35 

• • • 

DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  &c. 


Defects  found i i Remedied i 


REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Agricultural,  Engineering,  Motor  and  Brick  Works  ...  i 

Brick  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bopery  i 

Tailors,  Blacksmiths,  Wheelwrights,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  30 


Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register 


35 


VITAL  STATISTICS  of  WHOLE  DISTRICT  during  1914  and  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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Area  of  District,  60,000  acres.  Total  population  at  all  ages,  7732.  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1681. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4*6,  at  Census  of  1911. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1914. 


notifiable  disease. 

At  all 

Ages. 

TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED 

IN  EACH  LOCALITY. 

Total  Cases 
Removed 

TO 

Hospital. 

Rural 

Brid’ton. 

Hun- 

inanby. 

Skipsea. 

Diphtheria 

3 

2 

I 

• • • 

Erysipelas 

3 

I 

2 

• • • 

Scarlet  fever 

25 

2 

23 

24 

Enteric  Fever 

I 

• • • 

I 

• • « 

• • • 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

I 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

7 

5 

I 

I 

• • • 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

>"> 

• « • 

1 

I 

* * • 

Measles 

53 

5 

43 

5 

. . . 

Totals 

95 

16 

72 

7 

24 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death,  during  the  Year  1914. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

I year. 

I and 
under  2. 

2 and 
under  5. 

C u 

15  and 
under  25 

in 

'Tj 

rt  S 

in'O 
<N  e 

45  and 

under  65 

— 

65  and 

upwards 

••  Residents  ” 

Institutions 

t. 

Measles 

I 

I 

0 - C 
al-  ^ 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

2 

X!  Q 

Influenza 

I 

» • • 

I 

i s ® 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

5 

... 

• ♦ • 

3 

1 

I 

cn  0)  G 
x:  ^ 

Tuberculosis) 
Tuberculous  Meningitis... 

I 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

it  0 

Other  Tuberculous  r)iseases 

I 

I 

• • • 

« • • 

Cancer  malignant  disease 

6 

• • * 

« • • 

* • • 

3 

3 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

I 

' 

• • • 

I 

• • ♦ 

• • • 

Bronchitis 

7 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

6 

• • • 

• • 

• • • 

• • * 

3 

3 

Other  Diseases  of 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

V • • 

I 

» « • 

• • • 

Respiratory  Organs  ... 

Diarrhoea  and  Pmteritis. .. 

3 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

* • • 

• • • 

« • • 

Appendicitis  & Typhilitis 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

I 

• • * 

* • • 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

» • • 

• • * 

2 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

• « • 

I 

Disease  

Dther  accidents  and  dis- 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

• • « 

• • • 

• • • 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

eases  of  Pregnancy 

and  Parturition 

Congenital  Debility  and 

3 

3 

• • * 

• • • 

* • • 

• * • 

• • • 

• • • 

nil. 

Malformation,  including 
Premature  Birth 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

• • • 

• « • 

• • • 

• • • 

« • • 

I 

» • * 

2 

suicides 

Suicides 

Other  Defined  Diseases... 

I 

40 

• • • 

6 

• • • 

I 

• • • 

• « • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

• * • 

2 

1 

2 

• • • 

27 

_A11  Causes 

87 

13 

2 

2 

2 

7 

7 

10 

44 

• • • 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1Q14. 
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Total 

deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

Convulsions 

Bronchitis 

Diarrhoea 

Congenital 

Malformations  ... 
Premature  Birth 
Atrophy,  Debility  and 
Marasmus 

Other  Causes 

Totals 

I 


Nett  Births  in  the  year:  legitimate  145,  illegitimate  12.  Nett  Deaths  in  the 
year  of  legitimate  infants  9,  illegitimate  infants  3. 
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